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Explanatory  Note 

The  attack  made  upon  the  people  of  Ireland,  and,  indirectly,  upon 
the  American  supporters  of  the  Irish  Republic,  by  Rear  Admiral 
William  Sowden  Sims,  U.  S.  N.,  in  an  article  which  he  contributed 
to  the  November.  1919,  number  of  The  World's  Work,  is  one  of  the 
most  audacious  attempts  to  creat  anti-Irish  sentiment  which  has 
ever  been  made  in  the  United  States.  Admiral  Sims  went  to  ex- 
tremes which  no  English  statesman  dared  attempt.  It  was  to  show 
Admiral  Sims'  pro-English  sympathies  and  the  unfairness  of  his 
attack  that  the  Irish  National  Bureau,  through  its  director,  Daniel  T. 
O'Connell,  LL.  D.  (former  Captain,  U.  S.  A.),  a  member  of  the 
American  Bar  Association,  wrote  to  Josephus  Daniels,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  to  Admiral  Sims  himself.  Every  lover  of  truth  and  of 
fair  play  should  read  this  pamphlet. 

Washington,  D.  C.  November,  1919. 
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How  Admiral  William  Sowden  Sims 
Writes  History 


From  "Tha  World's  Work"  for  November.  1919. 


For  a  period  of  ten  days  the  Irish  National  Bureau  reserved  the  space  repre- 
sented by  this  page,  the  succeeding  page  and  part  of  page  5  for  a  reprint  of  the 
Sims  attack  on  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  original  article,  as  published  in  "The 
World's  Work"  magazine  was  copyrighted,  and  permission  was  asked  of  Double- 
day,  Page  &  Company,  the  publishers,  to  reprint  it  with  our  answer  to  his  charges. 

The  following  answer,  under  date  of  November  26,  1919,  was  duly  received: 

"The  WORLD'S  Work 
"Garden  City.  N.  Y. 

"November  26,  1919. 

"DfiAR  Sir: 

"This  is  merely  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter, which  will  be  brought  up  immediately  after  Thanks- 
giving.   Our  usual  rule  is  not  to  allow  reprints,  but  this 
case  is  somewhat  different  than  the  usual  requests. 
"Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  "Viola  H.  NulTY. 
"Mr.  Daniel  T.  O'Connell, 
"Irish  National  Bureau, 
"Washington,  D.  C." 

The  Sims  attack  was  set  in  type,  and  space  reserved  for  its  use.  Having 
waited  a  reasonable  time  for  permission  to  use  the  exact  words  of  Admiral  Sims, 
the  Irish  National  Bureau  is  compelled  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
publishers  do  not  care  to  waive  the  copyright  restrictions;  silence  must  be  con- 
strued as  a  refusal.  The  spirit  of  fairness  which  influenced  the  Irish  National 
Bureau  to  use  the  Sims  article,  so  that  readers  of  the  replies  could  have  all  the 
essential  facts  of  the  controversy  before  them,  has  not  been  met  in  similar  spirit 
by  the  publishers.  The  Irish  National  Bureau  could  not  be  expected  to  wait 
longer;  and  it  would  not  beg  for  the  privilege. 

As  it  is  probable  that  other  chapters,  adding  to  the  unpleasant  duty  of  com- 
pelling Admiral  Sims  to  be  fair  and  just,  may  be  written  and  published,  the  Irish 
National  Bureau  may  later  have  the  privilege  of  reproducing  the  exact  language 
of  Admiral  Sims. 

The  attention  of  readers  and  historians  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that  no 
further  reply  has  been  received  from  Admiral  Sims  than  his  communication  of 
November  13  (see  page  15).  Believing  Admiral  Sims  should  be  accorded  reason- 
able time  for  a  full  and  complete  answer,  the  Irish  National  Bureau  waited 
patiently.  Admiral  Sims,  however,  apparently  desires  to  have  the  flippant,  un- 
dignified and  typically  British  acknowledgment  of  November  12  stand  as  his 
reply.  Fair-minded  Americans  may  judge  for  themselves  whether  the  attitude  of 
Admiral  Sims  is  what  is  expected  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

(Signed)  Daniel  T.  O'Connell, 
Dec.  2,  1919.  Director,  Irish  National  Bureau. 
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See  explanatory  statement  on  page  3. 


See  explanatory  statement  on  page  3. 


Irish  National  Bureau's  Protest  to  Secretary  Daniels 


The  Honorable 

JOSEPHUS  DANIEtSj 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The    Irish    National    Bureau  respectfully 
calls  your  attention  to  an  article  by  Admiral 
William    Sowden    Sims    in    the  November 
issue  of   "The   World's  Work",  which  em- 
bodies an  open  insult  to  millions  of  American 
citizens.     The    article    inf  erentially  charges 
these  loyal  Americans  with  allying  themselves 
with  a  cause  which  was  openly  hostile  to 
America  in   the  great  war.     Admiral  Sims 
asserts  than  Sinn  Fein,  which  is  synonymous 
with   the   Irish    Republican   movement,  was 
not  only  "openly  disloyal"  but  "openly  pro- 
Germ.an".    He  charges  that,  as  the  result  of 
this   pro-Germanism,    Sinn   Feiners  attacked 
American  sailors  in  the  streets  of  Cork  and 
that  these  attacks  became  so  serious  that  it 
was   necessary   to   bar   our   American  boys 
from  the  city. 

The  Irish  National  Bureau,  speaking  for 
millions  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
are  of  Irish  blood,  and  who  are  solidly  be- 
hind the  Irish  Republic,  wishes  to  enter  an 
emphatic  protest  against  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  Navy  making  use  of  his  name 


and  official  position  to  give  credence  and 
dignity  to  oft-repeated  statements  which  are 
either  wholly  false  or  bald  misinterpretation 
of  facts.  Such  statements,  were  they  leveled 
alone  at  the  Irish  people,  might  well  be  re- 
sented by  their  friends  in  this  country;  and 
when  they  become  part  of  a  bitter  campaign 
of  invective  directed  not  alone  at  Ireland  but 
at  Americans  of  Irish  blood,  they  become  a 
serious  affront  to  a  very  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Admiral  Sims'  contribution  is  one  of  the 
most  radical  of  an  ever-increasing  volume 
of  attack  emanating  from  the  country  under 
whose  flag  he  was  born.  As  you  must  fully 
realize,  Mr.  Secretary,  he  will  be  regarded 
by  the  world  as  an  authoritative  spokesman 
for  the  United  States  Navy  and,  as  such,  his 
statements  will  be  accepted  without  question 
as  the  truth.  It  is  essential,  therefore,  that 
the  unfounded  charges  against  Sinn  Fein 
which  Admiral  Sims  makes  must  be  corrected 
or  withdrawn  in  justice  to  millions  of  Ad- 
miral Sims'  fellow-citizens  in  America,  and 
for  the  honor  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
whose  officers  have  never  knowingly  lent  their 
names  to  any  campaign  of  misrepresentation. 

That  part  of  the  article  in  which  Admiial 
Sims  asserts  that  Sinn  Fein  was  pro-German 


contains  no  substantiation  of  the  charge,  save 
that  some  American  sailors  were  attacked  in 
the  streets  of  Corl<.  Admiral  Sims  lays  ail 
the  trouble  at  the  feet  of  Sinn  Fein  and 
points  an  indicting  finger  directly  at  "a  dele- 
gation claiming  to  represent  the  Irish  Repub- 
lic" headed  by  President  De  Valera,  which 
now  is  touring  the  United  States.  It  is  be- 
cause of  the  intense  interest  evinced  in  the 
United  States  in  the  Irish  situation  that  Ad- 
miral Sims  presumes  to  make  his  uncalled- 
for  attack  upon  the  Irish  Republic.  For  the 
same  reason,  then,  the  Irish  National  Bureau 
feels  called  upon  to  openly  resent  the  Ad- 
miral's act. 

But  there  is  another  reason  and  a  far  more 
important  one.  For  years  English  writers 
have  been  embarked  in  a  never-ceasing  cam- 
paign of  misrepresentation  not  only  of  Ire- 
land and  its  people  but  of  those  of  Irish 
blood  in  the  United  States.  The  achieve- 
ments of  these  Americans  have  been  m.ni- 
mized  and  their  motives  questioned ;  and 
American  writers  (some  unsuspectingly, 
others  with  set  purpose)  have  repeated  these 
misstatements  until  our  history  and  litera- 
ture have  in  part  become  a  tissue  of  untruths 
designed  to  create  acrimonious  discussion 
among  our  citizenry,  and  break  down  its  soli- 
darity. Admiral  Sims'  article  is  another 
contribution  to  this  cause. 

Admiral  Sims  attempts  to  cast  odium  on 
Eam.on  De  Valera,  the  duly  chosen  President 
of  the  Irish  Republic,  who  is  now  being  ac- 
claimed by  millions  of  American  citizens,  a 
large  proportion  of  whom  are  not  of  Irish  blood. 
It  is  such  odium  that  was  cast  by  the  British 
at  George  Washington  before  our  Republic 
was  recognized,  in  a  time  when  American 
delegates  were  at  Paris  urging  recognition, 
when  Ea  Fayette  came  to  America  to  help 
us  win  freedom,  and  when  Franklin,  seek- 
ing aid  from  Ireland,  pledged  America's  sup- 
port to  the  Irish  people  in  their  own  struggle 
for  independence.  I  append,  Mr.  Secretary, 
a  copy  of  that  pledge. 

No  attempt  will  be  made  in  this  letter  to 
show  how  erroneous  are  the  statements  to 
which  Admiral  Sims  lends  his  name  and  the 
name  of  the  United  States  Navy.  Within 
three  days,  the  Irish  National  Bureau  will 
point  out  to  Admiral  Sims  the  truth  of  the 
things  about  which  he  writes.     We  beg  to 


call  your  attention,  however,  to  the  fact  th;  P 
Sinn  Fein  which  the  Admiral  denounces  wj 
supported  by  the  great  mass  of  the  Irish  elecF 
torate  on  December  14,  1918.    In  a  total  c 
one    hundred    Parliamentary  constituencie: 
seventy-two  Sinn  Fein  candidates  were  elect 
ed,  many  of  them  without  opposition,  and  i 
the   other   electoral    districts   a   heavy   Sini  air  K 
Fein  vote  was  recorded.    An  attack,  there, 
fore,  upon  Sinn  Fein  is  an  attack  upon  th 
bulk  of  the  Irish  people. 

Now,  Mr.  Secretary,  every  American  ad, 
mires  the  men  of  our  Navy — enlisted  mei 
and  officers.  The  great  majority  of  them  al 
ways  conduct  themselves  as  clean-livinj 
American  citizens.  They  are  gentlemen  al 
ways.  But  there  are  others — and  all  navai 
officers  are  fully  aware  of  the  fact— who  re- 
quire stricter  discipline  on  shore  and  on  ship 
Left  to  their  own  caprice,  they  sometime: 
invite  sharp  criticism  and  very  frequently  the 
corrective  discipline  of  civilian  law  and  reg- 
ulations, as  well  as  preventive  restraint. 

Certainly,  if  the  conduct  of  every  man  m 
the  American  Navy  was  always  above  criti- 
cism, or,  if  it  were  never  necessary  to  check 
excesses  of  the  spirit  which  tradition  and 
song  tell  us  is  the  life  of  the  sailor,  it  would 
have  been  unnecessary  to  have  maintained' 
heavy  naval  police  patrols  in  New  York,  Bos 
ton,  and  elsewhere  in  America,  where  large 
numbers  of  sailors  were  assembled. 

This  is  not  criticism  of  the  American  Navy. 
It  is  a  mere  statement  of  fact.  And  who  will 
say  that  our  boys,  away  from  the  restraining, 
influences  of  home  and  of  native  country,  did 
not — some  of  them — indulge  in  the  same  ex- 
cesses as  in  home  ports? 

President  Eamon  De  Valera  has  stated 
plainly  that  the  attacks  at  Cork  on  American 
sailors  were,  in  part,  the  result  of  a  determi- 
nation of  the  Irish  manhood  to  protect  Irish 
women.  President  De  Valera  went  further 
and  said  that,  with  the  same  situation  con- 
fronting them  today,  the  men  of  Cork  would 
inflict  the  same  punishment  as  before.  Any 
red-blooded  man  would  applaud  this  course 
provided  just  cause  was  given.  And  Presi- 
dent De  Valera,  a  scholar  of  distinction  hon- 
ored even  by  his  enemies,  for  his  uprightness, 
stated,  after  careful  inquiry,  that  such  cause 
did  exist. 

Ireland  through  the  world  has  ever  be^i  the 
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loted  for  the  virtue  of  its  women.  Even 
iier  most  bitter  enemies  have  not  denied  her 
he  right  of  maintaining  a  standard  of  na- 
ional  morality  that  has  compelled  the  praise 
)f  all  civilized  people. 

Admiral  Sims  could  well  have  paid  trib- 
ite  to  the  men  of  Ireland,  if  a  purpose  to  be 
air  to  Ireland  and  its  menfolk  had  guided 
lis  pen.  He  seeks  to  make  it  appear  the  men 
)f  Ireland  (classifying  them  as  Sinn  Fein) 
vere  not  performing  their  share  of  the  duty 
:onfronting  the  world  in  overthrowing  the 
jerman  autocracy.  What  is  his  object  in 
;onveying  that  impression  if  it  is  not  to  di- 
rect criticism  at  Ireland? 

•You,  Mr.  Secretary,  are  in  a  position  to 
ibtain  official  figures  and  can  verify  the  fol- 
owing : 

Our  own  great  country,  with  its  magnifi- 
;ent  generosity  in  men  and  resources,  gave 
12  per  cent  of  its  total  man  power  of  mili- 
ary age ;  Ireland  gave  36  per  cent.  The 
United  States  contributed  4  per  cent  of  its 
otal  population;  Ireland  contributed  6.5  per 
;ent.  And  bear  in  mind  that  enlistments  in 
Ireland  were  voluntary. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  figures,  (a  fair 
test  of  whether  the  men  of  Ireland  were  fight- 
ing or  "insulting  American  sailors'"),  is  it  fair 
that  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Navy 
should  slander  the  male  population  of  Ire- 
land and  supply  statements  which,  unless 
corrected,  historians  and  writers  of  the  pres- 
ent and  future  will  be  warranted  in  quoting? 
For  your  guidance,  I  attach  herewith  a  print- 
ed statement  issued  October  16,  1919,  by  the 
Irish  National  Bureau,  and  signed  by  me,  as 
Director.  It  supplies  additional  data  which 
will  enable  you  to  understand  more  clearly 
how  unfair  Admiral  Sims  has  been. 

If  it  is  the  intention  of  Admiral  Sims  to 
permit  to  be  published  in  book  form  or  other- 
wise the  same  writings  herein  complained  of, 
the  Irish  National  Bureau  requests  that  you, 
as  his  superior,  direct  that  such  changes  be 
made  as  will  accord  justice,  and  only  justice, 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  which  will  free 
millions  of  American  citizens  from  the  im- 
putation of  giving  moral  and  financial  support 
to  America's  enemies ;  and  that  Admiral  Sims 
be  told  that  he  needlessly  leaves  the  paths  of 
the  historian  to  say  unkind  words  of  a  peo- 


ple who  supplied  to  the  American  Navy  some 
of  its  best  officers  and  men;  and  finally  that, 
by  attacking  those  of  Irish  blood  in  Ireland 
and  in  America,  he  is  lending  encouragement 
to  a  form  of  English  propaganda  that  will 
be  used  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United 
States  Navy  whenever  it  serves  the  selfish  in- 
terests of  the  English  to  do  so. 

So  that  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  may  know  the 
truth — if,  indeed,  the  records  at  your  disposal 
do  not  tell  it — the  Irish  National  Bureau  will 
furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  its  communication 
to  Admiral  Sims  as  soon  as  it  is  prepared. 

In  conclusion,  may  we  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  Admiral  Sims,  1910,  in  a 
speech  at  the  Guildhall,  gave  utterance  to 
words  of  extreme  pro-English  sympathies 
which  awakened  widespread  adverse  com- 
ment and  occasioned  oflScial  embarrassment. 
Admiral  Sims,  in  his  recent  article,  makes 
reference  to  that  incident.  He  seems  to  find 
in  it  a  reason  for  now  proclaiming  that,  with 
prophetic  accuracy,  he  had  correctly  read  the 
future;  and  apparently  he  finds  in  it  also 
reason  to  believe  that  he  can  again  give  voice 
to  pro-English  views  with  im.punity.  It 
would  appear,  however,  that  the  Guildhall 
blunder  of  1910  now  is  duplicated  by  Admiral 
Sims  in  his  unwarranted  attacks  upon  the 
Irish  people  and  upon  his  fellow-citizens  of 
Irish  blood. 

Respectfully, 
Daniel  T.  O'Connell, 

Director. 

November  the  first,  1919. 


Secretary  Daniels'  Reply 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Washington 

November  4,  1919. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  Novem- 
ber 1st,  and  am  referring  it  to  Admiral  Sims. 
When  he  returned  from  Europe  upon  the 
conclusion  of  his  service  as  head  of  the 
American  naval  forces  abroad,  he  requested 
permission  to  write  a  series  of  articles  upon 
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the  Navy  and  its  service  in  Europe,  and  the 
Department  granted  permission.  He  has 
published  his  articles  without  censorship  by 
the  Department  because  it  could  rely  upon 
his  judgment.  I  am  sure  Admiral  Sims  will 
be  glad  to  have  you  furnish  him  a  statement, 
and  if  he  has  made  any  statement  in  his  ar- 


ticles based  upon  misinformation  he  will  1 
very  glad  to  correct  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  Josephus  Daniels. 
Mr.  Daniel  T.  O'Connell,  Director, 
Irish  National  Bureau, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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Irish  National  Bureau  Tells  the  Truth  to 
Admiral  Sims 


From:    Daniel  T.  O'Connell,  Director,  Irish 

National  Bureau. 
To:  William  Sowden  Sims,  Admiral,  U.S.N., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Subject:  Article  in  "The  World's  Work". 

1.  The  Irish  National  Bureau,  making 
due  allowance  for  your  right  as  a  citizen 
to  publish  the  story  of  your  war  experi- 
ences, respectfully  enters  protest  against 
your  course  as  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  Navy  in  promulgating  statements 
which,  with  directness  of  accusation,  but 
indirectness  of  supporting  evidence  of  fact, 
constitute  slander  of  the  vast  majority  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  offend  grievously 
20,000,000  Americans  of  Irish  blood  who, 
with  hearts  ever  loyal  to  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  cannot  forget  that  their  blood  is 
wholly  or  partly  the  same  as  that  which 
courses  through  the  veins  of  those  whom 
you  attack. 

2.  Secretary  Daniels  has  informed  us  that 
our  letter  to  him  under  date  of  November  1 
has  been  referred  to  you.  In  that  letter  we 
wrote  that  a  further  protest  would  be  made 
to  you,  personally.  Will  you,  therefore, 
consider  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  letter  to 
the  Secretary  as  a  part  of  the  general  pro- 
test, thereby  making  it  unnecessary  for  us 
now  to  repeat  them  in  their  entirety. 

3.  Before  giving  detailed  answer  to  your 
attack,  it  is  right  that  you  should  know 
from  whom  the  answer  comes,  that  you 
may  have  a  clearer  understanding  of  the 
views  which  we  express.  The  signer  is  an 
American  citizen;  he  was  born  and  reared 
in  Boston,  Mass.  Both  his  parents  were 
born  in  Cork  County,  Ireland,  and,  like  mil- 
lions of  other  men  and  women,  were  forced 


by  conditions,  born  of  British  misgoverr 
ment,  to  come  at  an  early  age  to  the  Unite 
States   to   obtain   for  themselves  and  fo 
their  children  the  blessings  of  liberty  whic 
this  nation,  having  thrown  off  England' 
oppression,  offered  to  the  oppressed  pec 
pies  of  the  world;  his  father  in  the  Civi 
War  served  in  the  United  States  Navy;  an 
the  signer  himself,  in  the  recent  war,  serve( 
as  a  captain  in  the  Judge  Advocate  Gen 
eral's    Section   of   the   United    States  Arm; 
and  at   present  holds  a  commission   in  th 
Reserve ;    and,    when    the    selective  servic 
regulations  were  put  into  operation,  he  wa 
appointed  Provost  Marshal  of  his  home  dis 
trict  and  subsequently  was  Government  Ap 
peal   Agent ;    and   later,   upon  recommenda 
tion    of   the    American     Bar  Association 
served  the  Department  of  Labor  as  a  Fiek 
Organizer  for  the  United  States  Employ 
ment  Service.    The  signer  was  for  severa 
years  an  officer,  for  a  time  President,  o: 
the  Boston  University  Law  School  Asso- 
ciation,  which   today   numbers   among  its 
members  five  of  the  seven  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts 
For  references  to  his  standing  in  the  com- 
munity and  as  a  member  of  the  Bar,  and  ol 
his  willingness  to  be  fair  in  any  controversy 
in  which  engaged,  you  are  at  liberty  to  in- 
quire of  any  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Judiciary  or  the  United  States  Judiciary  of 
the  Massachusetts  District,  or  of  the  officers 
of  the  Boston  Bar  Association,  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bar  Association,  or  the  American 
Bar  Association,  in  all  of  which  the  signer 
holds  membership.    This  personal  reference 
would  not  be  included  herewith  were  it  not 
that  a  previous  protest  from  the  Irish  Na- 
tional   Bureau    to    Secretary    Daniels  has 
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roused  widespread  comment,  and  that  you, 
erhaps,  may  with  reason  insist  upon  know- 
ng  the  standing  of  the  person  who,  as  Di- 
ector  of  this  Bureau,  protests  against  your 
kfritings. 

4.  The  burden  of  your  attack  is  as  fol- 
ows : 

(a)  That  Sinn  Fein  was  pro-German 
and  that  it  not  only  failed  to  contribute 
towards  the  winning  of  the  war,  but 
positively  sought  to  prevent  success  by 
the  Allies; 

(b)  That  this  active  pro-Germanism 
showed  itself  in  attacks  upon  American 
sailors  in  the  streets  of  Cork; 

(c)  That  President  De  Valera  of  the 
Irish  Republic,  now  in  the  United 
States,  is  one  of  "this  same  brother- 
hood" and  consequently  represents  a 
cause  unworthy  of  American  encour- 
agement and  support; 

(d)  And,  indirectly,  but  none  the  less 
clearly,  that  American  citizens  in  large 
numbers  are  supporting  morally  and 
financially  a  movement  which  is  inimi- 
cal to  the  best  interests  of  the  United 
States. 


5.  In  support  of  these  statements,  all  of 
which  are  based  upon  gross  misrepresenta- 
tion of  facts,  you  offer  nothing  but  in- 
definite, indirect,  and  unfair  generalizations. 

6.  It  is  represented  to  the  Irish  National 
Bureau,  however,  that  the  actual  writing  of 
the  article  in  question  was  not  done  by  you, 
but  that  it  is  the  work  of  another  who, 
though  perhaps  more  accustomed  to  ex- 
pressing himself  in  writing,  was  handi- 
capped by  dependence  upon  mere  fragments 
from  your  experience,  contributed  in  part 
by  you  and  in  part  by  unsupported  state- 
ments which  previously  had  appeared  in  the 
press  of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  help- 
ful to  a  proper  understanding  if  you  will 
state  definitely  and  unofficially  whether  you 
are  or  are  not  the  writer  of  the  article  in 
question,  and,  if  it  is  not  entirely  the  child 
of  your  pen,  to  what  extent  any  other  per- 
son assisted  in  its  preparation. 

7.  You  say:  "There  is  a  certain  perti- 
nence in  informing  Americans  just  what 
kind  of  treatment  their  brave  sailors  met 


with  AT  SINN  FEIN  HANDS  IN  IRE- 
LAND."   The  capitalization  is  ours.  We 
desire  to  point  out  to  you  that  this  will  be 
accepted    by    the    American    people   as  a 
sweeping  indictment  not  alone  of  Sinn  Fein 
in  Cork,  but  of  Sinn  Fein  as  a  whole.  Now, 
since  the  war  began,  English  sailors  have 
been  attacked  while  in  American  ports;  but 
would  you  approve  if  Sir  Edward  Carson 
condemned  the  entire  American  people  or 
the  rank  and  file  of  either  the  Republican 
or  the  Democratic  party  because  of  these 
happenings?     If  the  attack  took  place  in 
Philadelphia,  which  is  Republican,  should 
the  Republican  party  be  condemned?  Or, 
if  it  took  place  in  Boston,  which  is  Demo- 
cratic, would  you  hold  Sir  Edward  Carson 
justified    in    slandering  the  entire  Demo- 
cratic party  and  of  pointing  a  condemning 
finger  at  President  Wilson?    For,  in  attack- 
ing Sinn  Fein,  Admiral  Sims,  you  are  at- 
tacking the  great  mass  of  the  Irish  people. 
In  the  last  Parliamentary  election,  Decem- 
ber 14,  1918,  out  of  105  constituencies  in  Ire- 
land, Sinn  Fein  secured  seventy-three  (73), 
the   Dillon   Nationalists   six    (6),   and  the 
Unionists  twenty-six  (26).    Of  the  Nation- 
alists, two  (2)  had  declared  for  self-determi- 
nation for  Ireland,  and  were,  consequently, 
unopposed  by  Sinn  Fein.  With  these  figures 
before  you,  can  you  honestly  believe  that 
y6u  have  been  just  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
in  condemning  Sinn  Fein  because  of  oc- 
currences in  a  single  city;  occurrences  with 
which,  in  fact,  Sinn  Fein  had  no  connection? 

8.  May  we  point  out  to  you  other  mis- 
statements in  your  article  which,  guaranteed 
by  your  name,  and  by  the  traditional  integ- 
rity of  the  official  personnel  of  our  Navy, 
will  be  accepted  without  question  by  the 
world  as  the  truth.  You  say  that  our 
American  boys  "were  disgusted  at  the  large 
numbers  of  able-bodied  men  whom  they 
saw  on  the  streets  and  did  not  hesitate  to 
ask  some  of  them  why  they  were  not  fight- 
ing on  the  western  front."  Inquiry  will 
show  you  that  the  Irish  people  gave  nobly 
and  willingly  of  their  best  blood.  As 
pointed  out  by  us  in  our  letter  to  Secretary 
Daniels,  6.5  per  cent  of  the  total  population 
of  the  country  and  36  per  cent  of  the  total 
male  population  of  military  age  voluntarily 
enlisted  and  served  under  the  British  flag; 
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whereas,   our   own   enlistments,  voluntary 
and  by  draft,  did  not,  so  far  as  we  are  able 
to  ascertain,  equal  5  per  cent  of  the  total 
population,  nor  more  than  22  per  cent  of  our 
male  population  of  military  age.    You  are 
familiar  with  the  workings  of  the  Selective 
Service  Draft  and  must  realize  that  we  in 
America  exempted  the  married  men  with 
dependents,  those  engaged  in  essential  in- 
dustrial or  agricultural  work,  minors  and 
the  incapacitated.    Surely  we  in  America  did 
our  full   share;  yet  Ireland  on  a  basis  of 
population,  gave  proportionately  more,  and 
gave  to  fight  under  a  flag  which  to  Irishmen 
has  always  stood  as  the  emblem  of  an  op- 
pressor of  small  nations,  and  the  enemy  of 
the  very  principles  for  which  we  in  America 
sent  our  boys  to  fight.    Would  you  say  that 
Ireland  was  not  entitled  to  the  same  exemp- 
tions for  military  service  that  we  in  America 
believed  humane  and  just?    From  the  days 
of  the  famine  to  the  present,  emigration 
from  Ireland  has  been  largely  of  the  young- 
er men.    As  a  result  of  this  drain  upon  the 
best  of  her  youth,  the  proportion  of  the  in- 
firm and  the  aged  is  higher  in  Ireland  than 
in  England  or  in  America.    Yet,  in  spite  of 
this,    total    enlistments    in    Ireland  were 
275,592.    By  what  authority,  therefore,  can 
you  intimate  that  Ireland  did  not  bear  her 
full  share  of  the  burden  in  this  war?  Your 
bitterness   of  attack   exceeds   that   of  the 
English.    Would  you  have  stripped  Ireland 
of  the  married,  the  minors,  the  physically 
incapacitated,  and  those  who  would  have 
had  valid  claim  to  exemption  had  a  Select- 
ive Service  law  such  as  ours  prevailed  in 
Ireland?    In  the  course  of  the  war,  "large 
numbers  of  able-bodied  men"  walked  the 
streets  of  every  city  and  town  in  our  land. 
They    were    the    married,    the    minors  and 
the  exempted  industrialists.    Yet  there  was 
no   criticism.     In   the   course   of   the  war, 
"large  numbers  of  able-bodied  men"  walked 
the  streets  in  Orange  processions  in  Belfast. 
(Freeman's   Journal,   July    13,    1918,   p.  5, 
col.  4.)    Again  there  was  no  criticism.  And 
the  men  of  Cork  should  not  be  criticized 
by  you.    Ireland  did  her  full  share  in  the 
great    war.      Upon    every    battlefield  of 
France  and  of  Belgium,  upon  the  hills  of 
Salonica  and  in  the  blood-stained  gulches 
of  the  Dardanelles,  Irish  blood  flowed  free- 
ly in  the  glorious  cause  of  small  nations. 


English  history  and  English  governmen  ^jj,, 
failed  to  acknowledge  that  service  unti^jj^ij 
practically  forced  to  do  so;  and  your  con 
tribution  to  the  history  of  the  war  is  in  thij  i,j 
respect  another  instance  of  history  distortjjpi 
ed.  Furthermore,  lest  you  think,  perhap£|j| 
that  these  men  who  fought  and  died  wer. 
not  Sinn  Fein  at  heart,  allow  us  to  again  re; 
mind  you  that  three-quarters  of  the  peopl 
of  Ireland  in  the  last  election  expresset 
their  allegiance  to  Sinn  Fein,  and  by  n(l|,j[ 
misapplication  of  logic  can  this  great  mas: 
of  the  Irish  population  be  disassociated 
from  their  sons  and  brothers  who  fough 
with  the  Allies.  And,  if  there  still  be  ques 
tion,  \VQ  will  quote  you  from  the  Londoi, 
Daily  Express  of  October  23.  1910:  "Tli 
bulk  of  the  Irish  soldiers  demobilized  fron 
the  British  Army  have  joined  the  Repub 
lican  (i.  e.,  Sinn  Fein)  force,  giving  it  ; 
foundation  of  experienced  veterans."  Her 
is  testimony  from  an  English  source.  You; 
charge  against  the  manhood  of  Irelanc 
should  be,  by  every  rule  of  fairness,  with 
drawn  or  corrected. 
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9.  You  say;  "The  people  of  Queenstowi 
and  of  Cork  received  our  men  with  genuin( 
Irish  cordiality.  Yet  within  a  few  weeks 
evidence  of  hostility  in  certain  quarters  be 
came  apparent."  You  admit  that  for  ; 
while  all  went  well.  And  then  you  charg< 
that  the  cause  of  the  change  was  hatred  o 
our  boys  because  they  were  not  pro 
German.  Is  not  this  upon  the  face  of  i 
ridiculous?  Could  any  sane  individual — nc 
matter  how  pro-German  himself — even  ex- 
pect American  sailors  to  be  pro-German! 
Would  any  man  of  normal  mind  battle  witl 
them  on  the  streets  because  they  were  not 
But  even  here  you  contradict  yourself,  foi 
again  you  say:  "But  when  the  Sinn  Feir 
element  saw  their  sweethearts  deserting 
them  for  American  boys,  their  hitherto  sup- 
pressed  anger  took  the  form  of  overt  acts.' 
First,  may  we  ask  you,  what  form  had  thi< 
"hitherto  suppressed  anger"  previouslj 
taken?  You  mention  no  such  form,  unless 
it  be  the  enthusiastic  pro-American  welcome 
to  the  Fleet  on  May  4  (p.  40)  which  yet 
describe.  Yet,  if  there  were  no  evidence  oi 
it,  how  do  you  know  that  there  was  anj 
such  anger?  Do  you  read  men's  thoughts; 
You  clearly  state  that  it  was  not  until  the 
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omen  came  on  the  scene  that  there  was 
^xouble.  Hov/  then,  in  the  name  of  all  that 
3  truth,  can  you  charge,  in  one  breath,  that 
';he  attacks  upon  the  sailors  were  made 
jpon  grounds  of  political  hostility  and,  in 
he  next,  that  the  cause  was  a  fuss  over 
women?  How  far  would  such  testimony 
^o  in  our  American  courts  of  law? 


10.  And  then  you  say:   "The  fact  is  that 
the  part  of  Ireland  in  which  the  Americans 
\vere  stationed  was  a  headquarters  for  Sinn 
Fein.     The  members  of  this  organization 
were  not  only  openly  disloyal,  they  were 
openly  pro-German".    First,  may  we  ask,  to 
kvhom  were  they  disloj^al?    Secondly,  we  re- 
spectfully challenge  you  to  prove  that  they 
were  pro-German.    You  say:    "They  v.'ere 
not  even  neutral — they  were  working  day 
and  night  for  a  German  victory.  ...  It  vv"as 
no  secret  that  the  Sinn  Feiners  were  send- 
ing information  to  Germany,  and  constantly 
laying  plots  to  interfere  with  the  British 
and  American  Navy".    Again  we  say :  prove 
it.    Tell  America  and  tell  Ireland  what  Ire- 
land and  its  friends  in  America  have  long 
■''Ibeen  trying  to  find  out.    What  is  the  basis 
for  these  charges  of  German  plots  and  of 
sending  information  to  Germany?  Edward 
Shortc  proclaimed  similar  plots  and  failed 
to  substantiate  in  the  slightest  measure  his 
^'S'  claim,  though  he  has  been  challenged  to  do 
so  and  taunted  for  his  failure.  Proclaiming 
German  plots  in  Ireland  is  not  a  new  occu- 
pation,  Sir.     We  now  respectfully  ask  you 
to  prove  your  claims.    For  you  must  know. 
You  say  that  you  do.    You  say:    "It  was  no 
secret."    If  it  was  no  secret,  from  whence 
came  your  information?    Was  it  from  Cap- 
tain Evans,  R.  N.,  v/ho  was  detailed  by  the 
British  Admiralty  to  act  as  liaison  officer 
with  the  American  Flotilla,  or  from  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Lewis  Bayly,  also  of  the  British 
Navy,  who  actually  had  command  of  the 
United  States   Destroyer   Flotilla   in  Irish 
waters?     If  your  information   came  from 
them.  Admiral  Sims,  it  must  be  plain  to 
you  that   it   came   from   a   polluted  source. 
But,  v/hether  the  source  was  reliable  or  not, 
give  us  the  information  yon  claim  to  pos- 
sess. 


!0t 


11.  Again,  you  say:  "The  behavior  of  the 
American  sailors  was  good".    It  is  not  for 


us.  Admiral  Sims,  to  Cjuestion  the  behavior 
of    American    sailors    in    port.     We  know 
them.     They  are  among  our   friends.  The 
Irish  National  Bureau,  speaking  for  millions 
of  A.merican  citizens,  speaks  for  many  of 
the  men  who  served  under  you.    They  are 
in  our  organizations;  they  have  contributed 
their  dollars  to  Ireland's  cause;  they  ride 
today   v/ith    De    Valeral     But,    the  word 
"good".    Admiral    Sims,    is    a  comparative 
term.    Certainly,  our  boys  Vi?ere  no  better  in 
Ireland  than  they  were  at  home.    And  we 
beg  to  call  to  your  attention  that  here  in 
America,  wherever  large  bodies  of  our  sailor 
boys  were  assembled,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  maintain  armed  navy  police  patrols 
to  restrain  that  small  percentage  to  whom 
"liberty"  sometimes  meant  license.  This, 
as  the  Irish  National  Bureau  has  said  be- 
fore, is  not  an  attack  upon  the  American 
Navy.    It  is  merely  a   cold   statement  of 
fact.    Street  fighting  Vi'as  not  confined,  Ad- 
miral Sims,  to  the  city  of  Cork,  as  you  cer- 
tainly must  know.    Our  boys  were  in  seri- 
ous affrays  in  France  and  in  England  and  in 
Scotland  and  at  home.    Of  course  their  con- 
duct Vi'as  good.    No  American  will  question 
that  statement.    But  the  term  must  be  used 
in  a  general  way.    You  do  not  mean,  Sir, 
that  every  man  under  yon  v/as  impeccable. 
You   yourself  say   that   they   taunted  the 
Irishmen  they  met  in  the  streets  of  Cork, 
Possibly  you  consider  that  good  conduct. 
From  a  disciplinary  sense,  yes.    But  such 
taunts — and  we  question  how  much  taunt- 
ing there  was — certainly  would  have  been 
calculated   to   rouse   those   against  whom 
they  were  directed.    Such  taunts  may  have 
led  to  fights.    But  certainly  there  was  no 
pro-Germanism  there. 

"And  the  eternal  wonian  question  also 
played  its  part",  you  say.  In  that  you  are 
right.  "Our  men",  you  go  on,  "had  m.'.^ch 
more  money  than  the  native  Irish  boys  and 
could  entertain  the  girls  more  lavishly  at 
the  m.ovies  and  ice-cream  stands".  Real'y, 
Sir,  that  is  amusing, — entertaining  "lavishly" 
at  movies  and  ice-cream  stands" !  Plow 
much  money  v/ould  it  take  to  entertain  "lav- 
ishly at  movies  and  ice-cream  stands",  may 
we  ask?  If  the  Americati  boys  limited 
themselves  to  this  sort  of  entertainment, 
their  expenses  in  Cork  could  not  have  sadly 
depleted  their  funds,  nor  could  its  glamour, 
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as  you  charge,  have  tempted  the  girls  to 
desert  their  former  beaux. 

But  again  you  are  unthinking,  Admiral 
Sims,  in  suggesting  that  underpaid  sailors 
had  more  money  to  spend  than  civilians. 
On  this  point,  it  would  seem,  further  com- 
ment is  unnecessary. 

Now,  the  truth.  Sir,  is  that  our  American 
boys  did  have  more  money  to  spend  than 
the  sailors  of  the  English  ships,  and  the  Eng- 
lish soldiers  who  were  in  Cork  all  through 
the  war;  and  therein  lies  the  truth  regarding 
most  of  the  trouble  at  Cork,  which  you  have 
greatly  exaggerated.  We  ask  you  to  verify 
for  yourself  the  following: 

Practically  all  of  the  early  trouble  in  Cork 
in  which  our  American  sailors  were  in- 
volved was  trouble  between  them  and  the 
English. 

Practically  all  of  this  early  trouble  origi- 
nated and  took  place  in  or  around  public 
houses,  where  drinking  had  been  in- 
dulged in. 

What  you  stated,  without  reason,  as  to 
the  situation  between  the  American  sailors 
and  the  Irish  boys,  is  true  as  regards  the 
American  sailors  and  the  English.  Our 
boys,  having  more  money  than  the  English, 
did  rival  with  them  and  did  take  away  from 
them  some  of  the  women  of  the  town. 

Now,  let  us  say  just  a  few  words  in  pass- 
ing about  some  of  those  self-same  young 
women.  Or,  after  all,  need  we  say  anything? 
You  yourself.  Sir,  give  testimony  to  their 
character  when  you  say  that,  after  the  city  of 
Cork  was  declared  out  of  bounds,  these  girls 
went  down  by  train  to  Queenstown  to  be 
entertained. 

Now,  Sir,  is  that  a  commofl  proceeding 
among  the  well-bred  young  women  of  a 
community?  Would  any  upright  father  or 
mother  allow  a  daughter  to  make  a  ten-mile 
railroad  trip  to  a  busy,  naval  base,  unaccom- 
panied, for  the  purpose  of  spending  an  even- 
ing— you  yourself,  Admiral  Sims,  say  that 
they  spent  the  evenings — with  a  crowd  of 
sailors,  even  American  sailors,  who,  on  the 
whole,  but  not  to  a  man,  represented  a  high 
moral  tone?  And  we  say  to  you,  Sir,  that, 
had  you  been  present  when  th6se  late  even- 
ing trains,  and  early  morning  trains,  pulled 
out  of  Queenstown  and  arrived  at  Cork,  you 
would  have  a  better  understanding  today  as 


to  whether  those  young  women  were  th( 
daughters  of  respectable  Sinn  Fein  towns 
men  of  Cork  or  were,  many  of  them 
strangers  to  the  city  and  to  Ireland.  Th< 
Irish  National  Bureau  is  not  speaking  of  all 
There  were,  of  course,  hundreds  of  younf 
women  who  went  from  Cork  properly  es 
corted,  to  see  their  friends  among  th( 
American  boys  at  Queenstown;  but  those 
Admiral  Sims,  were  not  of  the  type  arounc 
whom  street  fights  center.  When  they  en 
tertained  they  entertained  at  home,  not  ir 
the  highways  and  byways  of  a  city. 

You  go  on,  in  your  article,  to  tell  abou 
attacks  on  our  American  sailors;  how  some 
times  one  was  set  upon  and  beaten  into  in 
sensibility ;  and  how  small  groups  of  then 
were  stoned  "by  Sinn  Fein  sympathizers" 
Always  Sinn  Fein,  but  never  a  proof  of  it 

The  Irish  National  Bureau  recalls  on< 
story  of  the  stoning.  Some  time  afterward 
when  the  newsboys  of  the  streets,  engagec 
in  a  strike  demonstration,  were  driven  off  bi 
the  English-controlled  police,  they  crie( 
out  tauntingly:  "You  didn't  drive  us  of 
after  you  told  us  to  throw  stones  at  th« 
recruiting  office."  Perhaps,  Admiral  Sims 
this  may  suggest  who  the  stone-throwers 
really  were,  and  whence  came  their  prompt 
ings.  There  are  stone-throwers  the  work 
over.  There  were  stone-throwers  in  Bos 
ton  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  the  police  wen 
on  strike;  and  all  of  those  stone-throwers,  it 
will  be  testified  to  you,  were  irresponsible 
young  hoodlums,  minors  every  one  of  them 

Now,  you  say,  "these  chivalrous,  pro- 
German  agitators  would  rush  up  and  at 
tempt  to  tear  the  girls  away  from  our  young 
men."  Again,  Admiral  Sims,  you  have 
spoken  some  truth.  But  this  phase  was  £ 
later  one.  This,  Admiral  Sims,  is  th( 
truth:  the  trouble  in  this  instance  did  no' 
begin  until  a  few  young  girls  of  the  town 
lacking  perhaps  proper  parental  guidance 
and  lured  by  a  uniform,  had  become  in 
volved  with  some  of  our  American  boy; 
who  failed  unwittingly  to  distinguish  be 
tween  the  sophisticated  and  the  innocent 
There  were  night-rides  into  the  country 
side  and  disastrous  endings.  An  organiza 
tion  of  Vigilantes  was  formed  among  the 
respectable  and  substantial  residents  oi 
Cork  to  put  a  stop  to  this  unhappy  develop 
ment.    It  was  not  an  organization  hostile 
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to  Americans,  not  one  of  offense,  but  one 
of  defense,  directed  against  those  few  to 
whom  the  noble  ideals  and  traditions  of  our 
Navy  meant  nothing  and  to  whom  morality 
was  a  farce.  These  men  did  "tear  the  girls 
away",  but  the  acts  were  born  of  charity, 
not  of  jealousy  or  lust,  and  were  so  few  that 
it  were  better  you  had  left  them  unmen- 
tioned.  For  this,  remember,  was  a  later  and 
a  minor  phase. 

Now,  make  no  mistake  here.  The  Irish 
National  Bureau  does  not  propose  to  give 
to  every  individual  who  shouts  for  Sinn 
Fein  a  clean  bill  of  health.  In  Sinn  Fein 
ranks,  as  in  the  ranks  of  the  American 
Navy  or  any  other  organization  of  men, 
there  must  be  some  whose  actions  at  times 
bring  no  credit  to  his  fellow.  But  that  Sinn 
Fein  as  a  whole — the  mass  of  the  Irish  peo- 
ple— or  that  Sinn  Fein  leaders,  ever  engaged 
in,  encouraged  or  countenanced  attacks  on 
American  sailors  is  absolutely  false. 

You  tell  of  an  American  sailor  striking 
an  Irish  "hooligan",  who  died  following 
the  affray.  This  young  man  was  no  "hooli- 
gan". Sir.  He  was,  We  believe,  the  respect- 
able son  of  a  retired  sea  captain.  And  be- 
cause his  assailant  was  acquitted  by  an 
Irish  jury,  you  would  have  it  appear  that 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  people  approved  of 
his  act.  That  statement  is  an  insult  to  the 
living  and  to  the  dead.  The  verdict,  in 
truth,  was  rendered  many  months  after  the 
unfortunate  happening,  when  conditions 
had  been  remedied  and  when  the  spirit  of 
conciliation  was  high.  May  we  suggest  that 
it  would  have  been  fairer  had  you  told  the 
whole  story — that  a  fund  was  raised  for  the 
father  of  the  dead  boy  among  the  big- 
hearted  American  shipmates  of  the  man 
who  felled  him,  and  that  this  fund  never 
was  handed  over  to  the  father.  The  money, 
we  believe,  was  turned  back  to  the  donors 
by  orders  of  someone  higher  up. 

You  say:  "The  action  of  this  jury  in  it- 
self indicated  that  there  was  no  sympathy 
among  the  decent  Irish  element — which 
constituted  the  great  majority — for  this  sort 
of  tactics."  Again  it  is  very  evident.  Ad- 
miral Sims,  that  you  are  entirely  unfamiliar 
with  Irish  conditions.  You  assume  that 
"the  decent  Irish  element — which  consti- 
tuted the  great  majority" — is  different  from 
Sinn  Fein,  whereas,  in  truth,  the  two  are 


synonymous.  May  we  point  out  to  you 
that,  in  the  last  Parliamentary  election  in 
Cork  city,  there  were  cast  20,801  Sinn  Fein 
votes,  7,480  Nationalist  votes,  and  only 
2,519  Unionist  votes;  and  that,  in  the  bal- 
ance of  the  county,  in  the  constituencies  of 
North  Cork,  Northeast  Cork,  Mid-Cork, 
East  Cork,  Southeast  Cork,  and  West  Cork, 
Sinn  Feiners  were  returned  without  opposi- 
tion. Hence,  not  only  is  it  demonstrated 
that  "the  decent  Irish  element — which  con- 
stituted the  great  majority"  and  "Sinn  Fein" 
are  indeed  the  same,  but  that  the  only 
place  in  which  American  sailors  were  at- 
tacked, Cork  city,  was  the  only  place  in  the 
entire  county  in  which  Unionism  showed  it- 
self. In  parts  of  County  Cork  that  were 
solidly  Sinn  Fein — Queenstown,  for  in- 
stance,— the  American  sailors  were  safe. 
Does  this  indicate  pro-Germanism  of  Sinn 
Fein  ? 

You  tell  that  a  priest  of  Queenstown,  who, 
in  his  Sunday  sermon,  denounced  certain 
American  sailors  as  betrayers  of  Irish  woman- 
hood, was  punished  by  his  Bishop  by  being 
assigned  to  duties  at  a  distance  from  the 
American  ships.  Very  true.  But,  will  you 
note,  Admiral  Sims,  that  the  Bishop  of  Cloyne 
is  known  in  Ireland  as  a  man  inclined  to  Eng- 
lish sympathies  and  with  no  great  love  for 
Sinn  Fein.  So  it  was  no  surprise  when  the 
Lord  Bishop  approached  the  British  Admiral, 
apologized  for  the  words  of  the  clergyman, 
and  later  transferred  him.  The  mistake.  Ad- 
miral Sims,  was  that  of  the  Bishop  of  Cloyne 
and  not  of  the  priest. 

You  continue:  "Much  to  our  regret, 
therefore,  we  had  to  issue  an  order  that  no 
naval  man,  British  or  American,  under  the 
rank  of  Commander  should  be  permitted 
to  go  to  Cork." 

"OUR   regret  "?!     "WE  had  to  issue 

an  order  "  ?  ! 

Who  issued  the  order.  Admiral  Sims? 
It  was  not  you,  but  Admiral  Bayly  of  the 
British  Navy,  was  it  not?  He,  not  you,  was 
in  command  at  that  station.  Your  post  was 
at  30  Grosvenor  Gardens,  London,  S.  W. 

You  say:  "A  committee  of  distinguished 
citizens  .  .  .  came  to  Admiralty  House,  to 
plead  for  the  rescinding  of  this  order.  Ad- 
miral Bayly  cross-examined  them  very  care- 
fully." Again,  it  is  evident  that  Admiral 
Bayly,  an  Englishman,  was  the  judge.  It 
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was  he  who  refused  to  lift  the  ban.  You, 
Sir,  merely  "concurred  in  his  decision". 
Thus  we  see,  it  was  Admiral  Bayly  who  de- 
clared Cork  out  of  bounds — Bayly,  a  surly, 
English  bulldog,  by  your  own  description 
of  him. 

And  if  there  can  be  any  doubt  of  the  po- 
litical animus  behind  the  orders  of  Admiral 
Bayly  res'tricling  the  movements  of  Amer- 
ican sailors  in  Ireland,  it  should  be  dissi- 
pated by  the  happenings  at  Youghal.  In 
that  place  was  held  a  demonstration  to  cele- 
brate the  election  of  Arthur  Griffith,  now  Vice 
President  of  the  Irish  Republic.  Many  Amer- 
ican sailors  participated  in  that  jollification. 
They  joined  with  the  crowds,  waving  the 
tricolor  of  the  Republic  and  singing  Sinn 
Fein  songs.  And  thereupon  Admiral  Bayly 
declared  Youghal  out  of  bounds. 

And  novv'.  Admiral  Sims,  note  this,  for  it 
is  very  im.portant.  You  say  that  the  reason 
Admiral  Eayly  refused  to  rescind  the  order 
barring  our  boys  from  Cork  was: 

"It  appeared  that  the  men  who  had 
comm.itted  these  offenses  against  Amer- 
ican sailors  had  never  been  punished." 

In  that  one  sentence,  Sir,  you  completely 
shatter  your  argument.  If  these  men  had 
never  been  punished,  it  was  because  they 
never  had  been  caught.  And  who  should 
have  captured  them  but  the  English- 
controlled  police?  Failure  to  do  so  rests 
upon  their  shoulders  alone.  And.  Sir,  if 
they  were  never  caught,  never  tried,  and 
never  punished,  hov/  can  you  or  any  other 
man  on  God's  earth,  save  themselves  alone, 
know  their  identity?  And,  if  you  do  not 
know  their  identity,  how  can  you  truthfully 
say  that  they  were  Sinn  Feiners? 

The  Irish  National  Bureau  respectfully 
challenges  you  now  to  name,  for  the  people 
of  America  and  for  the  people  of  Ireland,  a 
single  man  who  participated  in  the  affrays 
in  the  streets,  who  attacked  our  sailors  who 
can  be  shown  to  be  a  Sinn  Feiner. 

Your  whole  statement,  Admiral  Sims,  is  a 
web  of  misinterpretation  of  fact,  woven 
either  of  hearsay  or  of  the  stories  of  wily 
English  agents. 

Your  very  last  paragraph  says:  "But  the 
Sinn   Feiners  interfered  with  us  in  much 
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Very  sincerely, 

Daniei,   T.  O'Connuli,, 

Director. 


November  the  eighth,  1919. 
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more  serious  ways  than  this.  They  were: 
doing  everything  in  their  power  to  help 
Germany.  With  their  assistance,  German 
agents  and  German  spies  were  landed  in 
Ireland."  Except  for  Sir  Roger  Casement;  [he 
who  had  no  more  to  do  with  official  Sinn 
Fein  than  did  you,  and,  except  for  the  man- 
in-the-collapsible-boat,  whose  early  act  on! 
landing  was  to  report  to  the  British  police,j  )y 
the  Irish  National  Bureau  again  respect-^ 
fully  challenges  you  to  name  a  single  Ger-i 
man  agent  who  landed  in  Ireland  or  to  give 
any  evidence  to  prove  pro-German  plots  on 
the  part  of  Sinn  Fein. 

12.  And  now  a  word  as  to  America.  Your: 
contribution  is  obviously  an  attempt  to  stem: 
the  rising  tide  of  sympathy  and  support; 
which  is  overwhelming  Irelani's  enemies' 
the  world  over.  It  is  an  atte  :ipt  to  dis- 
credit President  De  Valera,  who  is  being 
acclai:ned  by  millions  in  America  as  a  great 
leader  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty.  If 
such  was  not  your  purpose,  if  you  are  in- 
deed a  lover  of  those  noble  principles  upon 
which  our  Republic  is  founded,  and  a  sym- 
pathizer with  the  oppressed  peoples  of  the 
earth,  why  have  you  in  telling  your  war  ex- 
periences and  of  the  alleged  experiences  of 
the  men  under  you,  jumped  the  broad  At- 
lantic to  attack  a  man  who,  since  his  arrival 
in  America,  has  scrupulously  refrained  from 
giving  offense  to  our  government?  Of  those 
who  might  be  presumed  to  speak  v/ith  some 
degree  of  authority  for  the  nation,  you 
alone  have  stooped  to  assail  this  high- 
minded,  self-sacrificing  champion  of  the 
downtrodden,  whose  life  has  been  devoted 
to  his  country's  cause. 

13.  In  closing,  the  Irish  National  Bureau 
again  respectfully  asks  you  to  submit  some 
substantial  evidence  to  support  your  sv/eep- 
ing  charges  of  pro-Germanism  made  against 
the  Irish  people;  and  we  trust  that  if,  on 
investigation,  you  find  that  your  hypotheses 
are  without  foundation,  you  will  make  this 
fact  knov/n  to  the  world. 
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Irish  National  Bureau 
Washington,  D.  C. 

November  the  seventh 
1919 

The  Hoxofable 
JosEPHus  Daniels, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
U'cshiv.gton,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  transmit  herewith  copy  of  ?.  letter 
which  vi'e  are  m.ai'ing  today  to  Admiral  Wil- 
liam Sowden  Sim.s,  U.  S.  N. 

Very  truly  yours, 

WiELAFD  DeLuE, 
Chief,  Section  of  Iv.fortnation. 
^  WDeL-B 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Washington 

11  November,  1919. 

My  Dear  Sir: 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  Tth  inst.  together 
with  the  copy  of  your  letter  to  Admiral  Sims, 
for  which  I  thank  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)    Josephus  Daniels. 
Mr.  Willaed  DeLue, 

Irish  National  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Naval  War  College 
Newport,  Rhode  Island 

12  November  1919. 

From  :  Rear  Admiral  \A' illiam  S.  Sims,  U.  S. 
Navy. 

To:  Daniel  T.  O'Connell,  Director,  Irish  Na- 
tional Bureau. 
Subject:  Letter  of  Novem_ber  8,  1919,  from 
Mr.  O'Connell  concerning  article 
in  "The  World's  Work". 
1.    Received  and  contents  noted. 

(Signed)    Wm.  S.  Sims, 
Rear  Admiral,  U.  S.  Navy. 


[To  date,  the  Irish  National  Bureau  has  re- 
ceived no  reply  from  Admiral  Sims  other 
than  the  foregoing  acknowledgment.] 


'he  "Glorious  Indiscretioris"  of  Admiral  Sims 


From:  Daniel  T.  O'Connell,  Director,  Irish 
National  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 

To  :    Josephus    Daniels,    Secretary   of  the 
Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Subject:  Activities  of  Admiral  William  Sow- 
den Sims. 

The  Irish  National  Bureau  feels  called 
upon  once  again  to  address  you  on  the  activi- 
ties of  Admiral  William  Sowden  Sims.  It 
does  not  do  so  from  any  desire  to  involve 
you  in  a  discussion  which  is  as  distasteful  to 
this  Bureau  as  it  must  be  to  you.  But  we 
believe  that  we  would  be  remiss  in  our  du- 
ties as  American  citizens  and  unfair  to  Ad- 
miral Sims  himself  were  we  to  let  pass  with- 
out giving  opportunity  for  explanation,  a 
situation  which  may  involve  not  only  the  fu- 
ture of  the  United  States  Navy,  but  of  the 
very  nation  itself,  its  traditions  and  its  pol- 
icies.   Admiral  Sims,  through  his  gratuitous 


attack  upon  the  Irish  people  and  upon  the 
supporters  of  the  Irish  Republic  in  the  United 
States,  has  drawn  upon  himself  the  spotlight 
of  publicity;  and,  by  glorifying  one  of  his 
notable  mistakes  of  the  past,  has  justified  a 
careful  scrutiny  of  his  more  recent  acts.  The 
facts  which  the  Irish  National  Bureau  sets 
forth  herewith  can  be  verified  by  you  from 
information  which  must  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Navy  Intelligence  Department;  and  per- 
haps the  Navy  Intelligence  Department  may 
be  able  to  explain,  what  we  frankly  can  not, 
the  strange  circumstances  by  which  an  ad- 
miral of  the  United  States  Navy  has  identi- 
fied himself  with  a  movement  which,  in  our 
estimation,  is  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  Navy  and  of  the  nation. 

2.  The  Irish  National  Bureau  respectfully 
calls  your  attention  to  the  movements  of  Ad- 
miral Sims  on  the  3d  day  of  May,  1919.  On 
that  day,  you  will  find,  he  was  feted  by  an 
organization  which  has  headquarters  in  New 
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York  City,  but  whose  origin  and  whose  guid- 
ing force  is  purely  English.  The  spokesman 
for  that  organization  publicly  applauded  Ad- 
miral Sims'  pro-English  declaration  at  the 
Guildhall  in  London  in  1910,  for  which  the 
Admiral  at  the  time  was  officially  rebuked; 
the  official  publication  of  that  organization 
acclaimed  him  as  a  man  "whose  glorious  in- 
discretion made  him  famous"  and  Admiral 
Sims  himself  was  led  to  refer  to  the  inci- 
dent with  some  pride. 

3.  Now,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  organization 
with  which  Admiral  Sims  thus  allowed  him- 
self to  be  identified  is  none  other  than  the 
English-Speaking  Union,  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive and  one  of  the  most  potent  organiza- 
tions for  English  propaganda  which  the 
United  States  has  had  thrust  upon  it  in  re- 
cent years.  The  head  of  the  English-Speak- 
ing Union  is  none  other  than  Arthur  J. 
Balfour,  a  cousin  to  the  author  of  the  cove- 
nant of  the  League  of  Nations,  Lord  Robert 
Cecil;  a  former  First  Lord  of  the  English 
Admiralty  and  now  Lord  President  of  the 
Imperial  Council.  The  chief  American  or- 
ganizer of  the  English-Speaking  Union  is 
Major  George  Haven  Putnam,  who  is  Eng- 
lish-born, and  who  received  his  commission 
as  organizer  while  in  England. 

4.  The  English-Speaking  Union,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary, is  avowedly  a  propaganda  organization. 
It  makes  no  pretense  of  being  anything  else. 
Among  its  objects  is  the  changing  of  Ameri- 
can history  as  at  present  taught  in  our 
schools,  so  as  to  make  future  generations  of 
our  citizens  believe  that  the  American  Revo- 
lution was  either  a  terrible  mistake  or  a  bless- 
ing received  from  England,  that  the  War  of 
1812  was  a  mere  comic  opera  war,  and  that 
the  best  way  to  remedy  the  damage  done  in 
1776  will  be  the  making  of  a  powerful  Anglo- 
American  compact.  These,  Mr.  Secretary, 
are  not  our  opinions.  They  are  the  bold 
statements  emanating  from  officials  of  the 
English-Speaking  Union  themselves. 

5.  The  ultimate  end  of  all  English  propa- 
ganda is  the  establishment  of  a  union,  federa- 
tion or  other  combination  of  Great  Britain, 
the  British  dominions  and  the  United  States 
of  America.  There  are,  however,  more  im- 
mediate objects  in  view,  objects  which  are 
of  vital  concern  to  you,  as  the  head  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  for  among  them  is  one 
which  vitally  affects  our  naval  policy  and  our 
naval  programme.    These  immediate  objects 


apparently  are:  (1)  A  discouragement  o 
large-scale  naval-construction  programmes  b; 
this  country;  (2)  the  surrender  of  Atlantii 
trade  lines  to  English  naval  control;  and  (3; 
the  placing  upon  the  United  States  Navy  oi 
upon  a  combined  Canadian-Australian-Ameril 
can  fleet,  the  terrible  naval  burdens  and  thi 
terrible  problems  which  the  world,  and  Eng- 
land in  particular,  sees  confronting  it  in  th< 
Pacific.  To  carry  out  this  programme,  it  i 
proposed  by  certain  English  propagandist 
that  the  fleets  of  England  and  the  fleets  of  th( 
United  States  BE  BROUGHT  UNDEF 
SOME  UNIFIED  CONTROL. 

6.  Now,  Mr.  Secretary,  bearing  this  ir, 
mind — and  you,  of  course,  can  verify  wha 
we  say  from  the  files  of  your  own  Intelli- 
gence Department— we  beg  of  you  to  lool 
back  again  to  this  gathering  in  New  Yorl 
City  on  May  3,  1919,  in  which  Admiral  Sims 
was  the  central  figure.  Glance  over  th 
names  of  those  who  sat  with  him  at  th( 
head  table.  Of  a  total  of  eighteen,  thirteer 
were  as  follows: 

(a)  Paul  D.  Cravath,  Toastmaster,  Vio 
President  of  the  Bal  four-headed  English 
Speaking  Union  of  England;  who,  in  intro 
ducing  Rear  Admiral  Sims,  said  that  th{ 
English-Speaking  Union  was  born  in  Londor 
July  4.  1918,  but  that  Admiral  Sims  was 
after  all,  its  real  founder,  because  it  was 
born  of  his  Guildhall  speech  of  1910. 

(b)  F.  A.  McKenzie,  editor  of  Viscount 
Northcliffs's  London  Times  Weekly  Edition 
and  an  active  worker  in  the  United  States 
last  year. 

(c)  Sinclair  Kennedy  of  Boston,  membei 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  English- 
Speaking  Union;  author  of  "The  Pan- 
Angles",  an  open  plea  for  a  Pan-Angle  Fed- 
eration, and  a  suggestion  for  a  naval  cooper- 
ative union;  active  in  the  work  of  changing 
American  history  to  suit  English  taste. 

(rf)  Lt.  Col.  G.  G.  Woodwark,  of  the  Brit- 
ish Army,  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of 
the  English-Speaking  World,  the  organ  of  the 
English-Speaking  Union ;  attached  to  the  Brit- 
ish Ministry  of  Information  as  Director  of 
War  Literature,  Books  and  Pamphlets  in  the 
United  States;  a  member  of  the  British  War 
Mission  to  the  United  States,  which  was  or- 
ganized by  Lord  Northcliffe,  chief  of  Eng- 
lish propagandists. 

(e)  Hon.  James  M.  Beck,  a  warm  advocate 
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t^f  drawing  more  closely  the  bonds  which  tie 
the  United  States  and  England. 

(/)  Hon.  H.  Y.  Braddon,  High  Commis- 
sioner to  the  United  States  from  Australia. 

(g)  Ian  Hay  Beith,  member  of  the  General 
[Committee  of  the  English  organization  of  the 
English-Speaking  Union,  one  of  the  most  not- 
able figures  in  English  propaganda  work  in 
the  United  States;  author  of  "The  Oppressed 
English",  a  book  widely  circulated  in  Amer- 
ica under  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  In- 
formation, which  was  so  notoriously  a  mass 
Df  falsehood  that  its  circulation  was  prohib- 
ited in  England  and  Ireland. 

(h)  Lt.  Col.  Norman  G.  Thwaites,  O.B.E., 
member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Eng- 
lish Speaking  World,  Assistant  Provost  Mar- 
shal for  Great  Britain  in  the  United  States; 
strong  advocate  of  English  propaganda  in 
the  United  States ;  who  suggests  that  Ameri- 
can statesmen  should  be  invited  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  especially  during  de- 
bates on  international  matters,  and  asks  why 
British  statesmen  should  not  occasionally  take 
a  seat  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  even  be  invited  to  contribute  to  the  de- 
bate on  special  occasions. 

(j)  Francis  R.  Jones,  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  and  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Balfour's  English-Speaking  Union 
and  treasurer  of  the  English  Section. 

(/)  Mr.  Frank  Dilnot,  of  the  London  Daily 
Chronicle,  a  paper  whose  name  is  inevitably 
bound  up  with  the  exposure  of  the  British 
Dope  Scandal,  a  story  which  was  suppressed 
in  the  United  States  through  the  activities 
of  the  English  Department  of  Information, 
of  which  Lord  Beaverbrook  was  head,  and 
following  which  the  London  Daily  Chronicle 
changed  hands. 

(k)  Frederick  Villiers,  English  war  corre- 
spondent. 

(0  W.  H.  Gardiner,  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  English  Speaking  Union  and  of  pro- 
English  propaganda  in  the  United  States;  who 
declared  publicly  May  24,  1919,  in  Philadel- 
phia :  "On  the  Atlantic  Ocean  today,  Britain 
is  supreme,  unrivaled  and  unchallenged.  Never 
was  her  naval  strength  as  great,  and  never 
were  her  mercantile  prospects  brighter.  .  .  . 
You  (Britons)  are  supreme  on  the  Atlantic 
and  will  remain  so.  But  the  Merchant  Fleet 
neither  of  Britain  nor  of  the  United  States 
is  supreme  on  the  Pacific,  where  so  much  of 
our  future  lies.  ...  In  1910  in  London,  Ad- 


miral Sims  made  a  great  and  true  prophecy 
when  he  expressed  the  purely  personal  opin- 
ion that  if  Britain's  life  were  ever  threatened 
she  could  count  on  the  last  man  and  the  last 
dollar  in  the  United  States.  I  believe  the 
same  is  true  as  to  the  safety  and  well-being 
of  Britain  in  the  Pacific." 

(m)  L.  Lyons-Montgomery,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Secretary  of  the  English-Speaking 
Union,  Recording  Secretary  of  the  United 
British  Societies  of  Philadelphia  and  a  pro- 
lific writer  on  pro-English  subjects. 

It  was  in  such  company,  fairly  reeking  with 
the  atmosphere  of  English  propaganda,  that 
Admiral  Sims,  on  May  3,  1919,  chose  to  speak. 
He  could  have  shown  no  greater  indiscre- 
tion had  he  taken  the  platform  to  argue  for 
Lord  Robert  Cecil's  League  of  Nations,  to 
the  adoption  of  which  the  English  Speaking 
Union  is  committed. 

7.  And  now,  we  beg  of  you,  note  what  a 
Rear  Admiral  of  the  United  States  Navy  had 
to  say  at  this  strange  gathering.  He  said, 
among  other  things : 

(a)  That  merchant  sailors  are  superior  to 
the  men  of  the  United  States  Navy; 

(b)  That  men  of  the  United  States  Navy 
are  such  land-lovers  that  they  "remain  ashore 
as  long  as  they  can  until  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment orders  them  out  to  sea."  And,  in  addi- 
tion to  these  complimentary  references  to  the 
Navy,  he  said  (N.  Y.  Times,  May  4,  1919): 

(c)  "AN  ENGLISH  STATESMAN'S 
WORD  IS  HIS  BOND" 

8.  It  would  seem,  Mr.  Secretary,  that  Ad- 
miral Sims'  "glorious  indiscretion"  of  the 
London  Guildhall  were  duplicated  in  this  au- 
dacious utterance  of  May  3,  1919,  before 
Arthur  J.  Balfour's  English-Speaking  Union. 
How  long  since  has  the  ranking  officer  of 
the  United  States  Navy  been  either  qualified 
or  authorized  to  place  a  seal  of  approval  upon 
the  acts  of  foreign  statesmen?  It  would  seem 
to  us  that  this  were  the  duty  of  our  State 
Department,  not  of  the  Admiral  of  the  Navy. 
And  employees  of  the  State  Department,  as 
well  as  the  thinking  employees  of  your  de- 
partment, Mr.  Secretary,  are  sufficientljr 
versed  in  diplomacy  and  sufficiently  gifted 
with  good  judgment  to  avoid  such  general 
characterizations  or  commendations  as  that 
voiced  by  Admiral  Sims.  And  this  state- 
ment that  "a  British  statesman's  word  is  his 
bond"  is  not  only  a  grave  indiscretion,  but. 
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as  history  shows,  it  is  a  serious  distortion  of 
the  truth. 

9.  We  have  merely  outHned  to  you,  Mr. 
Secretary,  a  situation  in  which  an  Ad- 
miral of  the  United  States  Navy  has  identi- 
fied himself  with  English  propaganda  and 
English  propagandists.  We  have  mentioned 
but  few  names.  The  ramifications  are  far- 
spread  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that,  through 
means  at  your  disposal,  they  can  be  traced 
into  the  very  bowels  of  our  governmental 
system.  Couple  these  things  with  Admiral 
Sims'  subsequent  writings  upon  Irish  political 
affairs,  and  the  whole  presents  an  ugly  pic- 
ture, the  more  so  v/hen  it  is  known  that  the 
firm  which  Admiral  Sims  selected  to  handle 
his  anti-Irish  propaganda  is  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Frank  N.  Doubleday,  and  that  this  self- 
same Mr.  Doubleday  is  a  Vice  President  of 


the  Bal four-guided,   Balfour-sponsored,  Eng 
lish-Speaking  Union 

10.  The  Irish  National  Bureau  is  grateftii' 
for  your  assurance  of  November  4,  1919,  tha 
Admiral  Sims  will  be  very  glad  to  correc  J 
any  misstatements  he  may  have  made.  Fror 
Admiral  Sims,  however,  we  have  received  ni  w 
such  assurances.    May  we,  therefore,  respect 
fully  suggest  to  you  that  in  view  of  the  Adllai 
miral's  record  of  "glorious  indiscretions",  i  W 
might  be  well  if  the  Navy  Department  under  lial 
takes  some  sort  of  supervision  of  his  forthpili 
com.ing  book  on  "The  Victory  at  Sea"  witl 
a   view  to  guarding  the  Admiral  from  hi 
own  r.nthinkingness  ? 

Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  DANIEL  T.  O'CONNELL, 

Director. 

November  the  twenty-first,  1919. 
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Ireland's  Contrifeistion  in  tlie 


Ireland  not  only  did  her  full  share  in  the 
war  against  Germany,  but  did  a  greater 
share  of  the  work  than  might  justly  have 
been  apportioned  her.  France  and  Belgium 
were  her  traditional  friends,  and  she  sprang 
to  their  defense. 

When,  in  1914,  Asquith  went  to  Dublin 
on  a  recruiting  tour,  the  stand  from  which 
he  spoke  was  decked  with  the  ancient  col- 
ors of  the  Irish  Nation,  and  the  appeals  to 
the  people  were  printed  in  Gaelic.  Asquith 
gave  assurance  that  England's  sword  would 
not  be  sheathed  until  the  rights  of  small 
nations  were  assured — and  th  en,  in  the  same 
Fall,  denied  to  Ireland  the  Home  Rule 
which  the  British  Parliament  had  pledged 
to  her. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  this  perfidy  on  the  part 
of  the  British  governing  ring,  6]4  per  cent 
of  Ireland's  total  population  enlisted  under 
the  British  flag  to  offer  their  lives  for  the 
freedom  of  the  oppressed  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  doctrine  that  Might  is  Right. 

The  full  significance  of  this  record  of  Ire- 
land's service  can  best  be  understood  if 
compared  with  the  record  of  America. 
Available  figures  show  on  November  1, 
1918,  the  total  strength  of  the  United  States 
army  and  navy,  including  naval  reservists 


lire 
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and  about  8,000  yeomen  (f),  to  be  4,203,638^'^ 
This  is  a  fraction  under  4  per  cent  of  th 
total  population  of  the  country  for  191£5""'' 
So  far  as  the  Irish  National  Bureau  can  asp 
certain,  the  men  under  arms,  at  home  and 
abroad,  at  no  time  comprised  5  per  cent 
our  population. 

The  statements  regarding  Ireland's  wa 
service  are  based  upon  official  utterance 
of  the  British  authorities. 

Lord  Wiiiiborne,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire 
land,  reported  to  Lord  Kitchener  on  Janu' 
ary  14,  1916,  that  there  were  51,046  Irish 
men  serving  as  regulars  and  reservists  ii 
the  British  army  in  August,  1914.  Accord 
ing  to  Sir  Eric  Geddes,  in  the  House  o 
Commons,  there  were,  up  to  1918,  170,000  en 
listments  in  Ireland.  According  to  th( 
statement  of  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.  P.,  afte: 
a  statistical  survey,  there  were  more  thar 
35,000  Irish  boys  temporarily  employee 
away  from  home  who  enlisted  in  EnglisI 
and  Scotch  regiments  in  1914-1915.  Ac- 
cording to  Wimborne's  report,  there  wer( 
8,546  Irishmen  in  the  English  navy.  Ir 
1918  there  v/ere  more  than  7,000  additiona 
enlistments  in  Ireland,  and  a  conservativ< 
estimate  gives  an  addition  of  4,000  navy  anc 
navy  reserve  enlistments.    This  gives  us  s 
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Eij  .total    of    275,592   Irishmen    from  Ireland 
fighting  in  the  English  army  and  navy  in 
atclilthe  war. 

Even  Lord  Morris,  late  Prime  Minister 
ft|lDf  Nev/foundland,  who  is  NOT  IN  FAVOR 
fro,  3F  THE  IRISH  REPUBLIC,  recently 
njivrote:  "Nothing  could  be  more  splendid 
han  the  part  played  by  the  Irish  at  the 
ijtart.  .  .  .  The  Victoria  Cross  proudly 
(vorn  on  the  breasts  of  Irish  soldiers  shows 
hat  this  is  no  boast,  and  the  subsequent 
i(4  'allure  of  Ireland  to  take  her  place,  as  she 
ffiS  las  always  taken  it,  on  the  battlefields  of 
Ij  :he  empire  was  due  to  that  fatal  policy  pur- 
;ued  at  the  War  Office— A  POLICY  IN 
NUICH  EVERYTHING  HUMANLY 
i'OSSIBLE  WAS  DONE  TO  MAKE  RE- 
RUITING  MORE  DIFFICULT." 
But  it  was  not  alone  the  War  Office  tac- 
ics  that  checked  recruiting  after  the  first 
esponse.  It  was  a  matter  of  far  deeper 
oncern  to  the  Irish  Nation. 
The  latest  statistics  (1911)  show  that  only 
hree  years  before  the  war  began  there  were 
n  Ireland  only  776,000  men,  married  and 
]jj  mmarried,  fit  and  unfit,  of  military  age. 
\.nd  in  January,  1916,  Lord  Wimborne  re- 
lorted  that  there  were  then  only  400,000 
ingle  men  of  military  age  in  Ireland,  and 
j(  hat  of  this  total  at  least  252,000  were  essen- 
ial  to  agriculture,  and  that  other  vital  in- 
.ustries  would  absorb  another  48,000.  This 
eft  a  balance  of  only  100,000  single  men,  fit 
nd  unfit,  available  in  Ireland  for  military 
ervice  at  a  time  when  3,000,000  English- 
aen  were  safely  ensconced  in  British  fac- 
ories. 

This  tremendous  shortage  of  manpower 
(1  Ireland  must  be  considered.  For  it  has 
;rom  earliest  times  been  the  English  gov- 


ernmental policy  to  so  conduct  its  Irish 
affairs  as  to  wipe  out  the  manhood  (and  the 
womanhood,  as  well)  of  that  country. 

ENGLAND  WOULD  HAVE  THE 
IRISH  SITUATION  ADJUSTED  BY 
MAKING  IRELAND  A  NON-IRISH 
COUNTRY. 

In  1844  Ireland  had  about  5,000,000  cat- 
tle and  9,000,000  people. 

In  1914  Ireland  had  more  than  10,000,000 
cattle  and  only  a  little  more  than  4,000,000 
people. 

These  figures  are  eloquent.  England's  ad- 
ministration of  Ireland  had  obviously  fa- 
vored the  raising  of  cattle  and  the  extinc- 
itcn  of  Irishmen. 

Sinn  Fein  well  knew  this,  and,  after  the 
first  period  of  generous  volunteering  was 
over,  determined  to  prevent  a  further  dimi- 
nution of  Ireland's  population;  it  blocked 
recruiting  by  declaring  that  the  first  duty 
of  Irishmen  in  the  battle  for  democracy 
was  to  preserve  the  safety  and  rights  of 
Ireland,  which  had  been  v/aging  this  self- 
same battle  for  more  than  700  years.  This 
could  not  be  accomplished  by  the  wiping 
out  of  the  remaining  handful  of  young  Irish 
manhood. 

If  Ireland  had  recruited  men  at  the  rate 
that  England  would  have  had  her  do  it — 
while  Englishmen  stayed  at  home — the  Irish 
Nation  would  now  be  nearer  extinction  than 
Serbia  or  Belgium. 

The  British  program  of  Irish  enlistment, 
like  the  earlier  British  programs  of  evic- 
tions, throttled  industries,  artificially  cre- 
ated famines  and  enforced  emigration, 
threatened  the  Gaelic  nation  with  death. 
Yet,  in  spite  of  this  threat,  Ireland  did  her 
share. 


(The  above  is  copy  of  a  news  bulletin  is- 
sued by  the  Irish  National  Bureau.) 
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